Varanid lizards (genus Varanus), which include the Komodo dragon (Varanus Komodoensis), are among the most adaptive reptile species on earth. Scientific explanation of the diverse varanid behavior -44 species spread across Australia, Asia, and Africa -relies on an understanding of their cardiac physiology (5). As a subject of comparative physiology, the varanid lizard is unique. Within physiology circles, the varanid lizard is noted for a remarkable aerobic scope by reptilian standards (7).
Similarly, the predatorial nature of many varanid species serves as a functional example in which acute alterations in cardiac performance underpin the broad scope of their aerobic capacity. The varanid species are also thought to possess efficient thermoregulatory capacities, for ectotherms, due largely to subtle alterations in heart rate. For instance, heart rate hysteresis enables rapid heat acquisition during sun bathing, while reverse hysteresis preserves core temperatures in the shade (6) . Indeed, cardiac adaptability for thermoregulation is essential to varanid species which exist in a variety of potentially harsh habitats including old world tropics, subtropical, and arid regions (5) . 
